sub-divisions of the Hindu population, which from the
point of view of the agricultural industry is the most
important. Among the Ujaliparaj the two most indus-
trious communities are those of Kunbis or Patidars and
Anavils. There is a wide gulf between the Ujaliparaj
and the Kaliparaj in their standard of living, customs and
social traditions, as well as in their methods of agricul-
tural work. The Kaliparaj* who number more than one-
third or the population of Gujarat are generally in a back-
ward condition and in most cases addicted to drink. One
of the important problems of rural reconstruction in
Gujarat is to improve the condition of these people. It
may be noted that efforts are being made in this direction
by voluntary associations like the Bhil Seva Mandal of
Dohad and the Rani Paraj Seva Samiti of South Gujarat.
So far as the Ujaliparaj are concerhed, the two most im-
portant agricultural communities, namely, the Patidars
and Anavils are either decreasing in population or remain-
ing stationary as can be seen from the following figures.
v                               Patidars in                       Anavils
Iear                      British Gujarat           (Surat District)
. 1881                               3,22,488                          24,519
1911                               2,59,992                          23,721
1921                               2,83,277                          23,895
One of the principal causes of this state of affairs is the
social custom among both these communities by which,
generally speaking, a girl is not given in marriage except
to a bridegroom belonging to a family of high status
which is determined more by tradition than by the actual
position of the party at the time. From the point of
view of the agricultural industry, this is indeed an un-
fortunate situation.
EDUCATION
In matters of education, though there is a steady pro-
gress, the actual figures do not reveal a satisfactory posi-
tion. At the last census about 13 per cent, of the peo-
i*